Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®:
+ where the higher of gress income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed

E£15 million; or
» where the higher of gress income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that:

« are unable to certify themseelvee ae axompt (fee payable); or

* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1, Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross axpandilure
exceeding £25 000 must complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return al the
and of each financial year in accordance with Proper Praclicas.

2 The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be compleled by the authonty's intemal auditor,
» Sections 1 and 2 must ba completed and approved by the authority.
= Section 3 is compleled by the external auditor and will be returned 1o the authorty.
3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Seclion 2,

Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4, An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a kmiled assurance review, must retumn to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2028 Reminder letiers will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

» the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum Sections 1 and 2, together with
+ a bank reconcillation as at 31 March 2026

= @n explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements

= notification of the commencement date of the period for the exarcise of public rights

« Annual Internal Audit Report 202526
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any addiional documents needed.
Once the external auditor has completed the limiled assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by emall or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/'webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

* Motice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a dedaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited:

* Section 1 - Annual Governance Statemaent 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

+ Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Mot later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

* Motice of conclusion of audit

- Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

* Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendmeants as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, 1o avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
pariies, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The Annual Govemance snd Accourtablity Returm constilutes (e annual retum refermed 5 in ihe Accounts end Audil Regulations
Throughout, the woeds ‘sxtamal suditoe' have the seme meaning as the wends wwnummmmmtﬁm

Tor & commiete W81 of Boas IRar may be smaNer RUMoies relar b echeoule 2 to tha Liea! Al and Aooourdehibly Act 2014
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

« The authorily must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners' Guide® which is updated from tme fo tima and contains everything
needed to prepare successtully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by 1he external auditor.

+ Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighled boxes left empty) and is propeny signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properdy intiafled.

« The autharity should recaive and nole the Annual Internal Audit Report befare approving the Annual
Governance Statement and ihe accounts.

« Lse the checklist provided balow o review the AGAR for complateness before retuming i 1o the axtarmal
auditor by 8mall or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

. The Annual Governance Statement {Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements {Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, aven where approved on the same day,

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they ane presented 1o
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

« The RFO is required o commenca the wukmmmmmmmau@ammanmmmﬁm
inspection { this excludes weskends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

+ You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

- Make sure that the copy of the bank reconcikation to be sent 1o your exiemal auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term invesimeants, nola their value on the bank
raconciliation, The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation 1o Box 8 on the acoounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any diffarance between Box T and Box
8. Mare help on bank reconciliation is available in the Fractitioners' Guide®.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the delalled
accounting records instead of this explanation. The extemnal auditor wants io know that you undarstand the
reasons for all variances, Include complete numarical and narrative analysis to support the full varianca,

- Additional costs may be incurred if additonal audit work is required.

- Make sure that the accounting statemants add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box T of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFC), on bahalf of the authority, must sl the commencament dlate for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must inchude the first 10 working days of July.

- The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2).
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and tha name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklisl = 'No’ answers mean you may not ave mel requirement

All sections Hawe all highlighted boxes have been complated?

'Has all additional information requested, incheding the dates set far the period
et for the exarcise of public rights. been provided for the axternal audiler?
internal Augit Report | Have aihighlighted boxes been completodby theintemal suditor and explanations provided?
Section 1 Faor any siatemant io which the mﬁsﬁm'. has an_a:pi;n;um baan pm-:imm?
Saction 2 Has tha F&E;pll'rﬂlhl'e Financial Officer si-un&d_u;e accounting statemenis hefare

prasentation to the authorily Tor approval?

Has the authorty's approval of the acesunting statamants baan confirmed
by the mg'_mlura- of tha Chair of the approval mesling?

Has an explanation of significant varations been published when requensd? I
Has the bank reconciliabion as #t 31 March 2026 bean reconclad ko Box 87
Has an axplanation of any difference betwean Box 7 and Box 3 been WTMEEI:I?

|Sections 1and 2 | Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is 8
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unbess requeshed,

<[RS s T

*Governance and Accountahility for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners’ Guida to Proper Practices,
can be downdoaded from www.nale.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

CORNFORTH PARISH COUNCIL

www.cornforthparishcouncil.org

During the financial year andad 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auddor acting indepandantly and on tho
basis of an assesament of risk, carred out 8 selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
contrals in operation and abtained appropriate evidencs from the autharity,

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carmied out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examinad, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
aut below are tha objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives ware being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
o meat the needs of this autharity

Internal control objective

- Appropaabe accounting records have been propery kept throughout the financial year

B. Thig autharity complad with its financiel reguiations, payments were supporied by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was approprietaly Bocourted fod

C. This authonity assessed the signdicant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangemants to manage thess

D. The precept or rabes requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budgat was regularly moniftored. and résanves wara appropriate

E. Expecied income was fully received. basad on comect prices, properly recorded and gromptly
banked and VAT was appropriately accounted for

F. Cash payments were propery supparted by receipts, al cash expenditure was approved and
VAT appropriately accounted for.

. Salaras to employees and allowances io membens were paid in accordance with this authoriy's
approsais, and FAYE and NI requinsments were progerty applied.

H. Asset and imvesiments registers were complete and accurate and propery mairtained
I. Penodic bank acoount reconciliations were properly carmied out during the year

J. Accsunling statements prepaned during fhe year wane prapared on the sarféct etounting basis {receipty
BNd pryments of income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, suppored by an adequate aude
tradl from underlying records and where appropriate debiors and creditons wene propery recorded.

K. T the authority cartified itself as exempt from a limited assurance reviaw in 2024025, i met the
exemption crderia and correctly declared itsell exempt. (I the authority had & limited assurance v
revigw of ifs 202425 AGAR Kok “nof covarad™) I

L. The authority pulblished the requined infoemation on a website/'wabpage up to date af the time of the

I

TSNS

E

'{\

intamal audit in acoordance with the relevant legislation v
M. In the year coverad by this AGAR. the suthorty comectly provided for @ peniod foe the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations fduring the 202526 AGAR peviod,
W DUl niphts in relslion fo e 2024-28 SGEAR svidencad by a nedica on the wobeite andior o
authorty approved minufas confirmins e dates soi)
M. Tha authority hae complied wih the publication requiremants lor 2024/25 AGAR
(aa AGAR Page 1 Suidance Nodes) W
0. The autharity has complied with lews. regulations & proper practices refating 1o digital and data =
campliants f,
P. {For local councils only)
| Trust funds (including charntable) = The council met its reeponsibilities as & trusiee | { W
For any other risk areas idarified by this authomy adaquate controls exsted (list ary other rigk areas on separate sheats ¥ needed),
Dates(s) internal audit undartaken Hame of person who carmed oul the internal sudit
09/05/2026 Scott Thornley CILCA, PIALC, PSLCC
Signature of person who 09/05/2026
camed oul the inbernal awdi e Dats
“f the meponse is ‘no’ sindn the and sction being taken to sddress sny weakness in control (dontifled (add
soparatn shasts il i

**hode: if the repemnas |8 ol sovened” plaase shale when the most rocant infemal a0t work wos done i planned,
lmnmmmwmuﬂmm:ﬁﬂﬂ#ﬂ““ﬂwﬂm“m ;.
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

CORNFORTH PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibilty for ensuring
the preparation of the Accounting Statements.

that there is a sound system of internal contral, including arrangements for
We confirm, 1o the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect 1o the Accounting Statements for the year endad 31 March 2026, that:

1. Wa hisve pul in place srangemants for effective fnarcial
rrangnemsant during the yess, and for the preparation al
i mocownling slabamanis,

preaned i actounding Sfelaments M aceordance |
with the Accounts and Auol Reguiations |

2. Wa maitained 3 asequale system of infernal contral
irlisding measures deaigned to prevent and detect fraud
el coruption and reviewed 28 afeciveness

g POEaT arTan pamenis ﬁﬂ#ﬁ#ﬂdmmm

| fov sategquaniing ihe pubilc monay ard esmeces i

i3 chivge |

3, o hawe assured oursalves thal teers are o maters
of pcisal or pobailsl RON-EHMEIEN0E Wil laws
reguilationa and Proper Praclices (Ral couid hae o
signdican inancial effect on the abiiy of e
authanty 1o conduct ks busmess o manege s
finprccs

has only dons what it hns the fegal powsr fo do and has
Iwmmmﬂrﬂmmmﬁl |

| &, Vi nmn:lnuanpur poporiuriy dunng tha year lor
ths maerois of alaciors’ nghts in accondanss wih the
requiramants al the Actouris and Audil Rogudalions

'E'ﬂl'ﬂ"ﬂﬂ'?i paar g:u; :I'p..-mug inlgrasted tha opperiually i
mamect and SRk QUESHONS ADOUT AiS authiondy B SCCeRITS.

| 5. We carmed out an assessmesl of 1ha riges [acing ihig
puthonty ond tock spproEriale Fops o manage thoes
rigki. Induding the introduction of intemal eontrois. andior
eriernal inSUrancs CoWsT wWhere neguinad

oo mmcered Arel cocumenied (e fnanck’ and offer dsks £ =
Fes, AN ol with thiem Bropar

| £ We maintanad Mroughaut the year an acequale and
giacinm system of inbemal sudi of Bne Rcocunting
records ard coeitnal sysbams.

avrangad ki @ compadont person, indepandant af fha fimancial
conimls and procedureg. [0 give an niyeclive wew o whethor
Jralsrmal covilrols maed e needs of e smatior suthonly

. Wive u_:-:l. Approonae schon on l|-|-l:l:lﬂ'ltl'lm
in reports from rtemnal and sstarnal audi.

-

rmpmdmmrhvu brruigid i it atienbion by fndormad and
el ot

_ e conscaned whathar asry ligation, labilitas o
oommitments, svanis of IFArachons, oooreg enher
during ar aller the year-end, beres & financial impact 6

| this puinoeity ard, whene appeooiaba, ke inchucesd Hwrrm

diaciased avaryihing & shou'd howe ADOUT 15 BUIIGSS achivily
lusrirng B poar nolumiing evevils lahing Mace affer the year
End if relevanl

in e meecdinling sinbements

. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
oharitabde, In our capacily &8 tha sole managing
irusine we discharged cur sceaumakbility
rospangibililiss for thae fund(spassets, inclding
financial reporting and. if required, iIndependern
axamination or audil,

gz mor ol of ilg mgponsbitos whers, 85 8 By
carporale, &40 soie managing inuslee of a kocal
Irus! ov rusts

v

1. Wi hmve pul in place arangamenis lor fie affectve IT
and data managemen in atcondance with propes

e

| hos made suilabie arangerents fr s [T and deta
| managemenat and has somoled il propar Bracices 9

praciices during he yearn uner s, ur

*Plaase pll'ln?ld-l axplanations to the axternal auditor on a

how the autharity will address the weaknesses identified.

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Staterment was approved at a
meeting of the awthority on.

0f Joé [202¢

and recorded a5 minuke reference

g/¢|2¢ 2

separate sheet for each "No' response and describe
These sheets must be published with the Annual

Signed by the Chair and Clark of the meating where

e
R .omersl

Chair

Lherv

ww W corn €or bh parisheouneil. org
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

CORNEORTH PARISH coUnCIC

1. Balances brought Talai balancas and rasonves af the beginning of the year |
forward 2'5'.!'..5'2?- 2?,‘?2_5 #s recorded in the fingncinl recordls. Vikue must Agnee
; to Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precapt or Rates and |I ?tfr ” Tata! smouwn of precept (or for IDBs rates and lawas)
Levias received Or receeadie i e pear. Exciide any grams
65249 |6 e _
1. (4} Tolal olher receipls | Total income or receipls 85 recorded in the cashbook less

4_?— Gl' ,fg' 5 ?—Eﬂg fhe precapl or ratesievies received (ing 2). include any
| gramts recetved
4. () Staf costs | Todad pxpengidune or papments mpde o and on behall
ol al emplepess. Include gross salanes s wapes
20 F:II + (230 g | emplopers NI confritutions, ampiopers pension

! confmbulions, grafuifs and Sewsrancsé DEymanis

5. (-] Loan interest'capial | Toisl expenddure ar papments of copial and inlerest
rEpAVMAantS T L I!ur “‘_ made during e peas on the suthorty's borowings [1IF any)

| Tofal expemdivee o payments as r'l‘-l]-l-!'tﬁﬂﬂ' in (e cash-

ﬂg 3 E‘E[' +4d ?4" ) | book jess stalf costs (Mne 4) and loan interest/capifal

| P TMRLE (e 5. -
1 Todal halpgnces and rasavves & the end of the yaar.

2?’[1‘:}5’ qui’ig immrmuulfi-?ﬂ;-thJ

| 6. (-} All other payments

7. {=) Estancas carmad
{nrwand

e ——

| 8. Total valus of cash and | ; '.-Tt; sum of aff current and depoasil bark -:ll:uc.w-;'if.s. L‘ﬂ.ﬁ'-’l
shaoet term investmants 52?‘1 235 2#’2 .{l_.ﬁl; holdings and short ferm investments held as g 31 March -

To agree with bank mnn:i.ri.lih:n.
| 9, Total fixed assets plus g_ f E l‘iq 'E The vaiue of all the proparly the aulfonly cwna - it s made
long) lerm investments 05 21 ,{l_ %Y up of all i3 fiwed assets and fang ferm investments as al
and Besats _ 31 March .
10, Total borrowings i I The oulstanding capial balance as al 31 March of all leans |
NI | N from third paries (inckeding PWLE)

For Local Councils Cnly

141 Do the figures in  the
pccounting siatemants  above V/ |
gxciude any irust ransachions?

For guidanca rafer 1o he Procitioneds’ Guide sections 2,37 fo 2,33,

L

| cerify that for the year anded 37 March 2026 the Accounting  § confirm thal thess Accounting Stalamenis were
Statemants n this Annual Governance and Accountatility | approved by this authosty on this date:

Felum heve been prepared on aithar a recepts and payments

or income and expendiure basis following the guidancs in Gi{ﬂﬁ}tz 52-5

Govamancs and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Preclitioners’ Guide to Proper Praclices and present fairy

the financial positon of 1his authority. ars recordied in minule referencea:;
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer belore Deing g"}:‘ﬁg
presented bo the authority for appraval.
E ’ GW“ Signed by Chair of the maating whare the Accounting

Statemanis were approved

Date 2¢/o5|202¢ T
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Cornforth Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has

a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and

» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections 1
and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We were required to return the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) to enable the Council to correct the following:

A typographical error in the prior year 2024/25 comparative boxes 7 and 8 of Section 2 initially caused the annual return to be materially
misstated.

In future the Council should ensure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) is accurate and complete.

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2026

*We do not certify completion because:

Not applicable

External Auditor Name

Forvis Mazars LLP, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

External Auditor Signature Forvig Magary LLP Date 24 September 2026
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